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Winter Sunrise

Upcoming Events: Hill Country Flooding Recovery
« Bioblitz 10/3-5 The memorial wall to the flooding victims hgs beer_1 relocated to the
Hill Country Arts Foundation. The community continues to recover
* Women-aligned 10/10-12 but the process is long.

¢ Men-aligned 10/24-26 ) ] )

The state legislature passed bills to increase the safety of camps
 Worker Bee 11/1 on Sept. 5, 2025. See article later on changes we expect. Please
e Thanksgiving 11/27 consider writing a letter to your legislators concerning the

. requirement for fiber internet connection.
o Writers Weekend 1/16-19

UBarU Camp and Retreat Center 1s a privately
owned and operated, non-profit 501¢3
organization. We rely solely upon usage fees and
donations to operate our UU sanctuary in the
Texas Hill Country. Many thanks!
https://www.ubaru.org/make-a-payment-or-
donate
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https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/ubaru-bioblitz-fall-2025

UBarU Camp & Retreat Center

Women-Aligned Retreat

Kelly Stokes facilitated the women-aligned retreat in October. We had time to talk,
to explore UBarU, to swim in the pool, to view the stars and to make embroidered
finger labyrinths and sun catchers. It was truly a wonderful weekend of fellowship.
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UBarU Camp & Retreat Center

Hill Country Flood Updates

As reported in the last newsletter, as a result of the flooding at youth camps along the
Guadalupe River, the Texas legislature passed 2 Acts on 9/5/2025 that directly affect
summer youth camps: the “Youth CAMPER (Youth Camp Alert, Mitigation, Preparedness,
and Emergency Response) Act” and the “Heaven's 27 Camp Safety Act” which create new
requirements we must meet. There are 3 higher cost items that we need to do: a kitchen
vent hood with fire suppression, a redundant broadband internet connection (the bills
specify that one should be fiber), and a Public Announcement System. The other
requirements are mostly things we have and will update (evacuation plans, emergency
training for staff, posted evacuation routes, etc).

Our biggest concern is the requirement that we have a fiber internet connection. About
half of the 350+ youth camps in the state will not be able to meet this requirement
because fiber is not available near camp. A couple of legislators tried to delay the
requirement until 2027, but this was done after the special session was ended and it
appears that the requirement will hold for camps this year. We (along with other camps in
the same situation) may need to pursue some legal action to renew our license to operate
this year. Please consider writing to your legislators to see if they can find a remedy for
this situation.

Cabin Reservation Software

New: Cabin Reservation Software. You can see availability and reserve online up
to 6 months out (paying an additional fee to the company) or sending email to
director@ubaru.org and pay via Zelle or PayPal without additional fee
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Website Cabin Rentals

Event/retreat hosting: email director@ubaru.org with your preferred dates and needs
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Website Cabin Rentals

Event/retreat hosting: email director@ubaru.org with your preferred dates and needs





